
Our Curriculum 
Year 1 Spring Term  
 

Maths 
 
 

Length and Height:  

This half term children will be learning about length and height. 

They will carry out comparisons, measure length using different 

objects such as blocks and will measure length in cm.  

Mass and Volume:   

Children will be learning about mass and volume. The children 

will understand which object is heavier and lighter, be able to 

measure and compare mass. They will learn about what is full 

and what is empty, compare the volume of different objects and 

be able to measure capacity.  

 

 

 

English Letters and Explanations:  

Our core text this half term will be the story ‘The Queen’s Hat’ 

by Steve Anthony. Children will learn about letter writing and 

will then write a letter to the King. Additionally, this half-term 

the children will learn about writing an explanation text. They 

will learn to write simple sentences associated with explaining 

how a Bee-Bot moves and how to set it commands. They will be 

learning to extend sentences using conjunctions and develop 

their understanding of the past and present tense.  

These are some of the key sills we will be teaching in Writing: 

 Using a capital letter and full stops.  

 Forming our letters correctly. 
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 Writing on the line. 

 Using finger spaces. 

 Extending sentences using conjunctions 

 
 

Reading & 
Phonics  All Aboard Phonics:   

In Reading & Phonics, we are lucky enough to secure a new 
phonics scheme – All Aboard Phonics.  Pupils will be taught to: 

 Apply phonic knowledge and skills as the route to decode 
words 

 Read aloud accurately books that are consistent with their 
developing phonic knowledge and that do not require them 
to use other strategies to work out words. 

 Re-read these books to build up their fluency and confidence 

in word reading. 

 Use different skills to be able to understand what they have 

read such as: 

 Sequencing events of a story & 

 Understand meaning.   To learn more, visit this website:  

https://allaboardlearning.com/info/parent-info/ 

 

 

https://allaboardlearning.com/info/parent-info/
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Science 
 
 
 

Comparing Animals:  

In science we will be learning to identify and name a variety of 

common animals including birds, fish, amphibians, reptiles and 

mammals. The children will group animals into fish, birds, 

amphibians, reptiles and mammals. We will also be describing 

and comparing similarities and differences between animals. In 

addition, we will be grouping them on the things that they eat. 

The children will be introduced to key vocabulary such as 

herbivores (eats plants), carnivores (ears animals) and 

omnivores (eats plants and animals).  

 
 

 

Geography  Cities, Towns and Villages:  
In Geography, children will understand what is a city, town and 
village is. They will be looking at the features and what the 
differences are. We will compare the physical and human 
features of an area and look in-depth at two places in England 
and the children will be able to identify the features of each 
place. 
 

 

History Two Queens called Elizabeth:  
This half term children will learn about two of the most famous 
queens in England’s history: Elizabeth I and Elizabeth II. They will 
explore what a palace is and why queens and kings live in them. 
They will learn about Elizabeth I and the changes she made 
during her reign as well as explore the life and achievements of 
Elizabeth II. They will describe the similarities and differences 
between the two queens and compare their roles and 
accomplishments. 
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Computing Bee-Bots:  
Children will be exploring programming and use coding skills by 
understanding the functions of Bee-Bots.  They will 
demonstrate how a Bee-Bot works and how to give clear 
instruction in sequence. A lot of the work is a hands on 
approach so we will be videoing the children programming the 
Bee-Bot and being able to make it move forward and backward 
and turn around. 
 

 

PE 
 

Dance:  
This term we will continue with ‘Dance and Games.  We will be 
teaching dance to different genres of music, building sequences 
of movement and playing different movement games. 
Children will be taught to: 

 master basic movements including running, jumping, as 
well as balance and coordination 

 participate in teams, groups and pairs 

 show an awareness of the beat when dancing 

 respond to questions about their own performance 
Our day for PE is Monday and Friday. Please ensure your child 
comes into school in their correct PE kit. 
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D&T Textiles: Puppets:  
This half term the children are in for a treat. They will be 
making their own puppets made from felt. They will learn 
about what the best material to use, how to join the felt pieces 
together. They will design their own puppet and get an 
opportunity to make them too. 

  

PSHE 
 

Citizenship and Safety:  
This half-term we will continue to learn about citizenship. 
Children will begin to understand how democracy works and 
how voting works. They will learn how to respond to adults in 
different situations; distinguishing appropriate and 
inappropriate physical contact. Additionally, understanding 
what to do if lost and how to call the emergency services. As 
well as, identifying some hazards in the home and the people in 
the community who keep us safe. 

 

RE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christianity:   
In RE this term, we will learn about Christianity. Children will 
understand what it is meant to be a Christian and be able to 
compare with their own beliefs. Year 1 will look at the real 
Easter story and know that it is not just about Easter eggs and 
Easter bunnies. We will also visit a local church and learn about 
all the features of a church and what each part represents. 
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Music All the learning in this unit is focused around one song: Hey 
You! - a Hip Hop song for children: 
Children begin to learn basic skills for playing the glockenspiel: 
At Garfield, we have a specialised Music Teacher who will teach 
all the music lessons in Year 1. So for Music this term, Year 1 
will be reading and performing simple rhythms. The children 
will learn a new song called ‘Hey You’ and will be able to sing 
and perform this song. They will focus on the sung chorus and 
the rapping of the verse. They will again use  beater learn to 
play the instrumental part of ‘Hey You’   
 

 
 

 


