
History curriculum map 2022 - 2023 

Year  Term  History  

1 Autumn 1   

Autumn 2  Great fire of London  
Events beyond living memory  
Locality of London – Pudding Lane  
How do we know about the Great Fire of London? Samuel Pepys. Understanding how the fire raged so quickly – buildings and life 
in London at the time  
 

Spring 1  Homes – what were homes like a long time ago?  
Similarities and differences between homes today and in the past. Toys and household objects – distinguish old from new. Use 
stories to support making comparisons between different time periods.  
Changes within living memory 
 

Spring 2  What were holidays (seaside) like in the past?  
Understanding of chronology and using sources of information. Comparing three periods of time.  
 

Summer 1  Explorers  
Christopher Columbus and Neil Armstrong  
Comparing the lives of significant individuals who contributed to national or international achievements. Compare aspects of life 
in different periods.  

Summer 2  Queens of England  
Queen Elizabeth I comparison with Queen Elizabeth II. Comparing life in different periods. How did the queens reign in different 
ways? What was similar?  
 
 

 

 

 

 



Year  Term  History  

2 Autumn 1  Rich and poor Tudors  
Lives of different types of people living in Tudor times. Features of society in the distant past. Local study looking at Tudor buildings 
(Globe) 
Tower of London  
Build on knowledge of life in Elizabethan England  
 

Autumn 2  Medical heroes  
Mary Seacole and Florence Nightingale  
Comparing the lives of significant individuals who contributed to national or international achievements. Compare aspects of life in 
different periods.  
Crimean war – why did they choose to help people? Journey – locate on maps  
 

Spring 1  History of flight  
Changes over different time periods.  
Significant achievements the Wright brothers and Amy Johnson. Events beyond living memory.  

Spring 2  Black history  
Life of Rosa Parks and her impact – why do we remember her story?  
‘Henry’s Freedom Box’ story – introduction to slavery in the US. 

Summer 1  The Stone Age  
Living in a ‘hunter-gatherer’ society  
EQ: How did people find food and live together before farming?  
Mammoths  
Skara Brae  
Stonehenge  
‘How do we know about the Stone Age?’  

Summer 2  The Neolithic revolution 
How do we know about the Neolithic Revolution in Britain?  

 

 

 

 

 



Year  Term  History  

3 Autumn 1  Ancient Egypt  
Location, origin in settlements around the Nile, living by the Nile, the role of the Nile in developing belief systems as well as agriculture.  
How the power structures (pharaohs, the double crown) were linked to the geography of Egypt; how they were sustained through art, writing, belief 
systems. Ancient Egyptian religion, government, art, great monuments, beliefs about death, farming.  
How Egypt changed through time - kingdoms, art, pyramids, beliefs and writing  
Disciplinary focus: change/continuity analysis.  
How much did Ancient Egypt change over time?  

Autumn 2  Cradles of civilisation  
The land between two rivers: Ancient Mesopotamia – the unique ‘cradle’ (development of writing to record trade).  
Then, geographical overview of ancient civilisations of the world, inc. Big map seeing where they all were & geographical similarities. Then major on 
ancient Sumer in Mesopotamia via rivers & settlements (reinforce geog knowledge so far) and via art of ancient civilisations (lays foundations for 
Judaism (Y3 Religion & Worldviews Spring 2, Summer 1) Indus valley to Hinduism - see right).  
Disciplinary focus: similarity and difference:  
How similar and how different were Ancient Egypt and Ancient Sumer  

Spring 1  Indus Valley Civilisation  
What kind of settlement was this? a system of monsoon-fed rivers; advanced urban planning in cities; long-distance trade  
material and spiritual culture: Sarasvati culture, including the Rig Veda, ancient writings & scriptures (links with Autumn 2 Religion & Worldviews) 
Evidential basis - how do we know? archaeological finds  
Why did settlements spread over such a large area?  
How much did the three ancient settlements have in common?  

Spring 2  Introduction to Ancient Greece 
Start with ancient Persia and its empire to set geographical & political context.  
Ancient Greek city states, inc. Sparta and Athens. Why/how did they form?  
Greco-Persian wars, inc. battle of Marathon  
Athenian democracy and empire,  
Peloponnese War  
Greek religion – gods and goddesses - How diverse were Greek City States?  

Summer 1  Art, culture & learning in Ancient Greece  
Greek architecture, inc. Parthenon Why did the Greeks tell so many stories?  
Greek religion in Greek stories (use stories to revisit content from Greek politics, culture and religion in Summer 1)  
Greek literature, inc. epic poetry – inc Homer. Tragedy in Greek theatre  
Ancient Greek language  
Philosophy and enquiry in Ancient Greece, incl Aristotle – depth on Aristotle.  

Summer 2  
 

Alexander the Great 
Where did Alexander come from? Backstory of Philip of Macedon and the Macedonian empire. Alexander the Great: childhood, education (link 
Aristotle in Y3), early battles, conquest of Persia, death. Alexander the ‘Great’?  
Meanwhile in Egypt…. Egypt under the Ptolemy family. Greece and Egypt – where do our stories converge? Why did the Egyptian empire last so long? 
Why did it fizzle out this time? What have we learned about why empires rise and fall?  
 



 

Year  Term  History  

4 Autumn 1  Ancient Rome  
Foundation myths  
Punic wars, Hannibal, Roman army  
Development of the Roman Republic  
Roman religion, Roman myths & legends and how they built on Greek myths, legends and religion.  
Roman roads  
Roman politics and government during the Republic  
End of Egyptian civilisation  

Autumn 2  How the Romans lived – society and culture – link to New Testament stories in religion.  
Roman houses, Roman art, Roman language  
Julius Caesar, the first emperors, Jewish-Roman war (pupils made ready thro knowledge of Judaism in Y3; and through units on Palestine and 
Christianity in Year 4 so far).  
Persecutions of Christians in Rome (pupils made ready thro knowledge of Christianity since start Y4)  
Pompeii – depth study (draw together all Roman knowledge so far and develop and demonstrate it synoptically in a Roman town – Pompeii; 
story of destruction of Pompeii – Livy etc; reinforce & apply volcano knowledge from geography)  

Spring 1  The ancient Britons – a land of diversity, a land of migrants (eg Celts).  
Celtic language, Celtic culture.  
Rebellions: Caractacus, Boudicca.  
(The palace at Fishbourne)  
How Roman was Roman Britain? Who gained and who lost in Roman Britain?  
Aquae Sulis, Hadrian’s Wall 
Collapse of Roman rule in Britain.  

Spring 2  The Byzantine Empire  
The multi-cultural Mediterranean and Middle East – seen through a depth study on the rich art of Constantinople.  
The Emperor Constantine and Christianity (link work on New Testament).  
Constantinople & the Byzantine Empire.  
The collapse of the Western Roman Empire (recall, use and compare last term’s work on Roman Britain)  

Summer 1  Ancient Arabia  
Bedouin culture, trade and life in the desert  
The silk roads and the place of the Middle East in world trade  
The development of the Arabic language – an oral culture and a land of poetry. Links with Persian culture.  

Summer 2  Islamic civilisations (1)  
The rise of Islam. The Arab conquests  
Depth: Cordoba (draw on geography on trade, climate, locational knowledge). The glories of Islamic achievement in art, architecture, learning 
and science in Cordoba. How Muslims, Christians and Jews lived and worked together, collaborated on great architectural projects and built a 
culture of learning together. The great library of Cordoba – how knowledge of medicine, technology, art, theology and geography was built 
through the work of peoples from all three religions.  



 

Year  Term  History  

5 Autumn 1  Islamic Civilisations (2)  
Depth: Baghdad – the round city – how we know about it through art, artefacts and written sources  
Comparing cities in the early medieval world: Baghdad, Cordoba, Constantinople, and Timbuktu (linking African Muslim culture with European).  

Autumn 2  Angles and Saxons  
Anglo-Saxon migrants, Anglo-Saxon kingdoms, Christianity arrives in the British Isles (1) including Augustine etc., up to Synod of Whitby 664). 
Link back to Romans (Year 4 Summer 1): the mission to the Angles (Pope Gregory: ‘not Angles but angels’).  
How archaeologists learn about Anglo-Saxons – art, everyday life, villages. Sutton Hoo  

Spring 1  Viking raids  
King Alfred of the Kingdom of Wessex – forerunners of English identity  
Viking navigation  
Scandinavian settlements  

Spring 2  Norse culture – including art, poetry, folklore (and link to climate in geography). Nordic gods, goddesses, stories and customs.  
(revisit monotheism & polytheism from Religion & Worldviews strand)  
Beowulf  

Summer 1  Christianity in the British Isles (2): Bede, Jarrow and early monasteries in British Isles. Depth on Bede – go into detail on early life, monastic life 
& Ecclesiastical History – Bring Northumbrian coast to life.  
The English Language – how history explains it  
Creation of England and Scotland, Second Viking Age, Canute & legends associated with him.  

Summer 2  Early civilisations in the Americas:  
Depth 1: Ancient tribes in the Amazon basin. At end of topic, link with geography: how do these ancient human disturbances still affect the 
forests today, altering patterns of growth and the mix of tree species? That in turn can make it difficult for climate scientists to judge how 
much carbon from greenhouse emissions can be absorbed by the Amazon rainforest every year  
Depth 2: Ancient civilisations in central America: the Maya.  
For both: use geography learned so far: how land and climate shape cultures; how cultures shape the land)  

 

 

 

 



 

Year  Term  History  

6 Autumn 1  World War II  
 
 

Autumn 2  World War II  
Diverse communities involved in war. Families of African, Asian and Europeans caught up in WW2.  
Judaism – in London. 

Spring 1  Theme: London and migration through time  
Seventeenth century London  
(a) Samuel Pepys on plague and fire). How did these change the experiences and actions of different groups in society? How did 
Londoners collaborate to rebuild London? Who was involved and who was left out?  
 

Spring 2  Theme: London and migration through time  
Seventeenth century London  
 (b) Early colonialism in this period. How were powerful people in England involved in trade, colonialism and empire? How were 
places and people in London connected with this?  
 

Summer 1  Early civilisations in the Americas  
Ancient civilisations in central America: the Maya.  
For both: use geography learned so far: how land and climate shape cultures; how cultures shape the land)  
 

Summer 2  Early civilisations in the Americas – continued   
Ancient civilisations in central America: the Maya.  
For both: use geography learned so far: how land and climate shape cultures; how cultures shape the land)  
How the Maya lived?  
Farming  

 


