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Headteacher’s Message 
 
 

This half term seems to be going so quickly with lots of exciting         
assemblies, trips and learning projects in class. 
 

It was very icy and cold this week and so there were some days where 
despite gritting all the playgrounds, the ground was still slippy and so 
the children had indoor play. Whenever possible, we prefer them to 
have outside play but only when it is safe to do so. 
 

This week myself and Mrs Blinco (Deputy Head and English Leader) 
spent a day looking at our teaching and learning of Early Reading. Our 
pupils showed they love learning to read and reading, with many talking 
about the adults who read with them at home. Thank you parents and 
carers. I know how busy each day is but spending 15 minutes to read 
with your child is not only fun but makes a big difference to their      
reading. By working together we will always do better for your child. 
 

Happy Chinese New Year to those families who are celebrating. 
 
Wishing you all a restful weekend. 
 
 

 

Karen Khwaja 
Headteacher 

 

FRIDAY FLYER 
 
 
 

Please remember to share this news with your children. 

20th January 2023 

 

DIARY DATES 
 

Monday 23rd January 
 Awards Assembly (9.05 KS1, 9.30 KS2) 
 ICT Study Club (selected pupil, Years 

3/4/5) (3.15 - 4.15pm) 
 

Tuesday 24th January 
 Young Voices Concert in O2 
 Mindfulness  Years 5/6 (8.15 –8.45am) 
 Choir Years 2/3 (3.15 - 4.00pm) 
 Cooking Club (selected pupils)         

(3.15pm - 4.30pm) 
 Football Club Years 5/6 (3.15 –4.30pm) 
 

Wednesday 25th January 
 Singing Assembly (9.00 KS2, 9.05 KS1) 
 Year 4 Trip to Science Museum 
 Gymnastics (1)  (3.15 – 4.30pm) 
 

Thursday 26th January 
 Supporting Your Child in SATs Meeting  

Year 6 - (3.30pm) 
 ICT Study Club (selected pupils Years 

3/4/5) (3.15 - 4.15pm) 
 Drama Club Years 3/4/5/6 
     (3.15 - 4.30pm) 
 
Friday 27th January 
 Chinese New Year Assembly - Lavender 

Class (9.15am) (parents welcome) 
 Multisports Club Years 1/2  (3.15 - 

4.30pm) 
 Steel Pans Years 4/5/6 (3.30 - 4.30pm) 
 
FUTURE DATES: 
Thursday 2nd February - Supporting Your 
Child in SATs Meeting  Year 2  (4pm) 
Friday 3rd February - Year 2 Trip to 
Science Museum  
Friday 3rd February - Flamingo Class  
Assembly (9.15am) 
Tuesday 7th February - Year 5 Trip to    
Museum of Docklands 
Thursday 9th February—Year 6 Trip to 
Museum of Docklands 
Friday 10th February - Fuchsia Class     
Assembly    
 

Half Term:13 Feb 2023 - 17 Feb 2023 
 
INSET DAYS School will be closed on 
these days) 
 Friday 26th May 2023 
 Friday 23rd June 2023 

 

Vision and Value of the Month 

 
TECHNOLOGICAL WALK IN YEAR 2 

 
On Tuesday 17th January, Year 2 embarked on a technology safari. 
We looked in our classroom and around school, taking note of any 
technological devices we could 
find. We then had a discussion 
about what the technology was 
and how we knew that it was 
technology. We came across such 
devices as walkie-talkies,       
computers, cameras, Ipads and 
so much more! 
 
Mr Soopramanien and Ms Joyram 
Year 2 Teachers 



 

Attendance  
Week ending 13/01/23 

 

 

ROSE                         92.82%                   
RUBY                         88.89%                                     
BLUEBELL                 93.33%                          
SAPPHIRE                  92.07%                   
MARIGOLD                 89.31%                                       
FLAMINGO                 86.5%         
FUCHSIA                    98.89%                                  
LAVENDER                 94.67%                    
GRASSHOPPER          93.2%                    
HELLEBORE               95.56%                 
 
TOTAL = 93.41% 
 

A much better week for attendance, I was so happy to see classes full of happy children.  
Thank you to everyone for bringing medical evidence when your child has been absent for a 
period of time, please continue to do so. It is still so cold outside so please continue to wrap 
up warm to help avoid catching colds. I will continue to send letters home regarding your 
child’s attendance and please do make an appointment to see me to discuss any concerns. A 
big well done to Fuchsia class for achieving an impressive 98.89%, the highest so far! Keep 
up the good work everyone and let’s get our attendance moving up. 

Mrs Matas - Attendance Officer 

 
Mr Newson’s Parent Updates 

 
 
 

We would like to take the opportunity to thank all the parents / carers who returned the parent questionnaire in     
December.  
We really appreciate the time you took to fill it in and the feedback you have given us. 
As you can see below, all fourteen statements received overwhelmingly positive responses from parents.  
For more detail, including parent / carer, comments and the school’s response please see the letter sent to all parents 
earlier this week, which is also available on the school website at: https://www.garfield.enfield.sch.uk/wp-content/
uploads/2023/01/Parent-Questionnaire-Letter-to-parents.Jan23-.pdf 
Throughout the rest of the year, we will continue to give opportunities to give comments, feedback and suggestions 
during events such as parents’ evening.  
In addition, the senior team are also regularly available at the beginning and end of every school day. Please feel free 
to approach them with any comments.                                                                                                                                                        

All questions had 38 responses, except question 4a (8 responses and question 7 (7 responses). 

Parents’ Questionnaire – December 2022 – Key Findings 

STAR AWARDS 
 

Week ending in    
             13th January   

 

Sunflower - Viren 
Bumblebee - Sofia Maria 
Ruby Class - Nicolas 
Rose Class - Elijah 
Bluebell - Rihanna 
Sapphire - Nubaid 
Marigold - Mohammed 
Flamingo - Khaliyah 
Fuchsia - Sara 
Lavender - Grace 
Grasshopper - Trey 
Hellebore - Besida 
 

 

Well done to all of you who 
worked hard to earn the Star 

Award.  

Statement 
Percentage of parents who 

agreed or strongly agreed with 
this statement 

Statement 

Percentage of 
parents who 

agreed or   
strongly agreed 

with this               
statement 

1. My child is happy at this 
school. 

95%  36/38 responses 8. The school has high 
expectations for my child. 

90% 
 34/38 responses 

2. My child feels safe at this 
school. 

95% 36/38 responses 9. My child does well at 
this school. 

95%  
36/38 responses 

3. The school makes sure its 
pupils are well behaved. 95% 36/38 responses 

10. The school lets me 
know how my child is    

doing. 

90%  
34/38 responses 

4. My child has been bullied 
while at this school (yes or no). 

18% Yes (8/38 responses) 
82% No (30/38 responses) 

11.  There is a good range 
of subjects available to my 

child at this school. 

92%  
35/38 responses 

4a. In you answer ‘yes’ to     
question 4, how far do you agree 

with this statement: 
The school dealt with the 

bullying quickly and           
effectively. 

Agree 63% (5 out of 8 responses) 
Disagree 37% (3 out of 8 responses) 

12. My child can take part 
in clubs and activities at 

this school. 

84%  
32/38 responses 

5. The school makes me aware 
of what my child will learn during 

the year. 
95% 36/38 responses 

13. The school supports 
my child’s wider personal 

development. 

82%   
31/38 responses 

6. When I have raised concerns 
with the school, they have been 

dealt with properly. 
92% 35/38 responses 

14. I would recommend 
this school to another   

parent.   

Yes 84%  
32/38 responses 

No 16%  
6/38 responses 

  

7. My child has SEND (special 
needs), and the school gives 

them the support they need to 
succeed. 

57% (4 out of 7 responses)     

Last year we ended 
the year being “well 
above” the National 
Expectation which 

is an amazing 
achievement. Let’s 
work together to 

continually improve 
our figures for this 
year. Keep up the 

good work! 

https://www.garfield.enfield.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/Parent-Questionnaire-Letter-to-parents.Jan23-.pdf
https://www.garfield.enfield.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/Parent-Questionnaire-Letter-to-parents.Jan23-.pdf


 

Weekly Riddle 
 
A square has a perimeter of 48cm. 
The square is cut in half and the 
two halves are put together to make 
a second shape. What is the       
perimeter of this shape? 

 

Are you interested in being Parent Governor? 
 

We have 2 parent governor vacancies at Garfield.   
 
What would you need to do to be a Parent Governor at Garfield? 

 Have a child/ren at Garfield Primary School 

 Be able to attend a minimum of 2 meetings per term (a total of 4 hours of 
your time) 

 Be able to share your ideas to help our school continue to develop 

 Be willing to ask questions and find out about how the school is led 
 
We have 2 committees (Finance & Resources and Teaching & Learning). We would ask 
that you choose a minimum of one committee to attend. 
 

There is also a full governing body meeting every term. 
There is governor training available for any one new to being a new governor. 
 

For more information please see the letter emailed to you last term or request a pack 
from the school office. 

 
           CAN YOU HELP? 
 

Do you have any unwanted 
good quality reading books for 

primary school age? 
We are always happy to take 
donations for our school and 

class libraries. We have already 
had some wonderful books    
donated by our parents and 

within the community. Please 
leave at the office, if you have 

any. Many thanks. 

 

Proposed NEU (National 
Education Union) strike 
action on Wednesday 1st 

February 2023 
 

The Headteacher is     
emailing a letter about this 

today. Please make sure 
you read it. 

 

 

   Dressing for the Cold Weather 
 

Just a gentle reminder to make sure 
children are dressing for the cold 
weather especially as we will have 
outdoor play unless it is too icy and 
slippy. 
It is lovely and warm inside school. 
We no longer open the windows 
(like during Covid times) and all 
rooms have heating. 

 Book recommendation of the week 
10-year-old Arthur Bruce’s trip to hospital turns into the adventure of a lifetime. Whilst time travelling 
with a magical piper Arthur meets a whole host of weird, disgusting, funny, ridiculous, dangerous and 

wicked magical characters who take him on a journey through his hopes, dreams and fears. 
Message from Mrs Blinco: this book was actually written by my dad!! He has been writing this book for 

many years and has finally finished it. It began years ago when he wrote a play version of this story that he 
directed at Redbridge Drama Centre. The story is full of funny descriptions and disgusting characters that 

will make you laugh lots! The main character was named after my nephew Arthur Bruce who is 5 years old.  
I hope some of you will read this book and enjoy it as much as we all do.  

 

       

      SUGGESTION BOX 
 

We will be setting up a 
suggestion box for    

parents and carers in the 
foyer. We would        

welcome any              
suggestions on how to 
continue to improve in 

all areas. 



Right answer: 60cm 

               

                                    RE Corner 
 
Chinese New Year is the biggest holiday celebrated among Chinese people. It is 
often referred to as the spring festival because it signals the beginning of spring. 
It is a time when families and friends get together to say goodbye to the old and 
welcome the new. 
 

People will eat lots of food, enjoy fireworks, wear special clothes and hang red  
lanterns to mark the occasion. 
 

The festival starts on Sunday 22nd January 2023. This year marks the change 
from the year of the Tiger to the year of the Rabbit. 
 

Chinese New Year is also known as the Lunar New Year. 
 

People in lots of other Asian countries celebrate the lunar festival. 
 

It is the most important celebration in the Chinese calendar. 
 

In Chinese tradition, each year is named after one of 12 animals, which feature in the Chinese zodiac: 
Rat, Ox, Tiger, Rabbit, Dragon, Snake, Horse, Goat, Monkey, Rooster, Dog and Pig. 
 

Millions of people in China normally travel across the country in the lead up to the new year as they 
go to spend time with family. 
 

Usually before the festivities begin, people clean their homes really well to make them ready for the 
celebrations. 
 

Then, when New Year's Day comes, there is a tradition not to pick up a broom, in case you sweep the 
good luck for the New Year out of the door! 
 

In China, schools and businesses can close for the first few days of the new year, so that everyone 
can spend time with their families. 
 

People enjoy eating lots of delicious food, including noodle soup, which traditionally brings luck for 
the year ahead. 
 

Adults might give red envelopes to children with money inside too. 
 

The festivities continue for two weeks, finishing with a special lantern festival, which signals the end 
of the new year celebration period. 

Ms Siddique - RE Leader 

 
 

Method: 
 

1. Bring a small pan of water to the boil and 
cook the noodles following pack               
instructions. Drain, rinse under cold running 
water to stop them cooking further, then 
drizzle over a little oil to prevent them 
sticking together. Divide between 2 deep 
bowls. 
 

2. Heat a wok over high heat and add the 
rest of the oil. When it starts to smoke, 
add the ginger and chilli, then stir-fry for a 
few secs. Add the chicken and stir-fry for 
2 mins. As the meat starts to turn brown, 
add the rice wine and cook for 3 mins more. 
Add the vegetable stock, bring to a simmer, 
then add the mushrooms. Season with the 
dark soy, light soy and rice vinegar. 
 

3. Bring back to a simmer, then add the 
cornflour paste. Simmer and stir until 
thickened. Stir in the beansprouts and most 
of the spring onions, then ladle the soup 
over the noodles. Serve immediately,     
scattered with the remaining spring onions. 

Quick & easy hot-and-sour chicken 
noodle soup 
 
Ingredients: 
 

140g dried wholewheat 
noodle 
1 tbsp groundnut oil 
2 tbsp grated ginger 
1 medium red chilli , deseeded and finely chopped 
4 skinless, boneless chicken thighs , chopped into 
small chunks 
1 tbsp Shaohsing rice wine 
700ml hot vegetable stock 
4 chestnut mushrooms , sliced 
1 tsp dark soy sauce 
2 tbsp light soy sauce 
2 tbsp rice vinegar 
1 tbsp cornflour mixed with 2 tbsp cold water to 
make a slurry, (runny paste) 
1 handful beansprouts 
2 spring onions, sliced 


