
                          Garfield School Calculation Policy 

 

• Garfield School follows the White Rose Maths scheme. 
• This policy mostly uses strategies taken from the White Rose Maths Scheme although a few areas 

have been altered in line with previous good practice taught at Garfield.  
• This calculation policy follows the CPA learning approach (Concrete, Pictorial and Abstract).  
• Concrete means to use physical objects to solve maths problems. 
• Pictorial is to use drawings or picture representations. 
• Abstract is to solve maths problems using only numbers. 
• In KS1 the majority of calculations taught involve concrete methods and children gradually become 

more familiar with pictorial and some simple abstract representations.  
• The methods outlined for the earlier years in KS2 (years 3 and 4) are more pictorial, i.e., they break 

down the calculations so that the children understand how they are manipulating the numbers to 
calculate the answer. Children gradually learn how to relate these pictorial representations to more 
abstract calculations.  

• The children move on to more formal abstract calculations in years 5 and 6.  
• In Year 2, pupils are taught the 2, 5 and 10 times tables. In Year 3, the 3, 4 and 8 times tables are 

introduced and by the end of Year 4, pupils are expected to know all of the times tables up to 12 by 
12. At the end of Year 4, pupils have to take part in a National Multiplication Check. 

 



Calculation Guidance: Addition          

Key language: sum, total, parts and wholes, plus, add, altogether, more, ‘is equal to’ ‘is the same as’.                                                                                                                                                      
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Calculation Guidance: Addition     
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 Calculation Guidance: Subtraction 

Key language: take away, less than, the difference, subtract, minus, fewer, decrease                                                                                    
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Calculation Guidance: Multiplication 

Key language: double, times, multiplied by, the product of, groups of, lots of, equal groups, repeated addition.                                            
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 Calculation Guidance: Division    

Key language: share, group, divide, divided by, half, repeated subtraction, equal groups, remainder.                                                                                        
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