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  Headteacher’s Message 
 

It has been another busy week at Garfield. I am delighted that we continue 
to welcome new pupils to our school including some from Ukraine. 
If you have recently joined Garfield as a pupil, I’d like to welcome you and 
your family to the school community. 
 

You may already be aware that many schools not only in London but across 
the country are seeing a noticeable decline in their pupil numbers. Just   
recently we have learnt that there are many schools in Enfield with places 
for their reception intake for September 2022. 
All schools are funded, linked to their pupil numbers. A drop in pupil      
numbers seriously affects the school budget and is proving a real challenge 
not only at Garfield but in many schools. There are different ways that as 
parents you can help. 
 

Before the pandemic we created a new leaflet to promote Garfield and to 
ensure local families know we are a ‘good’ school in the area. The school 
has done some research and knows the roads we need to post the leaflet.    
I have asked for help from parents to post the leaflets, however, it was    
probably at a time when the community was experiencing challenges due to 
Covid. I am asking for help again.  
 

What do we need? Some parents who can give up 1-2 hours of their time 
to post some leaflets through doors. I would ask you 
go in pairs/groups for safety and to make it a more 
enjoyable experience. 
If you can do this, please contact the school office 
either in person or by telephone or email and you will 
be given an area to deliver leaflets. 
I remember one of my first jobs as a teenager was 
delivering leaflets. I am sorry that this will be a       
volunteer job for the school but please know it would 
be so appreciated and you would be ‘doing your bit’ 
for the school.  
 

Please also remember that parents listen to other parents. Please do spread 
the word that Garfield is a great school through word of mouth, a Google 
review or writing a comment for our website. 
 

Also some exciting news - we are going to be launching a Garfield            
Facebook page before the end of this term and we are already working on 
all the safety aspects to ensure everything goes smoothly. 
 

Getting more pupils into Garfield is not only good for our school budget 
which means more for all our pupils, but we are a big inclusive school and 
want to welcome more pupils and their families. 
I thank you for all your continued support. 
 

It seems strange to have a bank holiday weekend so soon after returning 
but I am sure we all welcome it. 
 

I would like to wish some of our pupils and their families and staff at       
Garfield a happy belated Greek Easter for last weekend. 
I know that it will soon be Eid too and I wish all those celebrating, a very 
happy Eid. 
 
Wishing you all a restful and safe weekend. 
 
Karen Khwaja 
Headteacher 
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DIARY DATES 
 
Monday 2nd May 
 Bank Holiday - School Closed  
 
Tuesday 3rd May 
 Choir - Years 1&2 (3.15 - 4pm) 
 Maths Booster - Year 6 (selected       

children) (3.15 - 4.30pm) - last session 
 
Wednesday 4th May 
 Mindfulness - Year 6 (8 - 8.45am) 
 Singing Assembly (9.00 KS2, 9.30 KS1) 
 Minecraft - Years 3/4 (3.15 - 4.15pm) 
 Choir - Years 3/4/5/6 (3.30 - 4.30pm) 
 
Thursday 5th May 
 Minecraft - Year 6 (3.15pm - 4.15pm) 
 French Club - Year 5 (3.30—4.30pm) 
 
Friday 6th May 
 Eid Assembly - (9.15am) (whole school) 
 Steel pans (selected children) (3.30 - 

4.30pm) 

 
FUTURE DATES: 
 Monday 9th May - Thursday 12th May 

-  KS2 SATs Test Week 
 Friday 13th May - Rose Class        

Assembly 
 Wednesday 18th May - Lavender Class  

Trip to Museum Poetry (Southbank) 
 Wednesday 25th May - Hummingbird 

Class Trip to Poetry Museum (Southbank) 
 Friday 27th May - INSET Day - School 

closed to all pupils 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

INSET DAYS (School will be closed on 
these days) 
 Friday 27th May 2022 
 Friday 1st July 2022 (1 extra day’s    

holiday due to Queen’s Jubilee) (As the 
official Queen’s Jubilee date falls on a 
day during a half-term, the school will be 
closed on this date) 

 Monday 4th July 2022 - New Date 
Added 

Vision and Value of the Month 
 

Please remember to share this news with your children. 

 

Half - Term 
 

 

30th May - 3rd June 

     Happy Bank  
Holiday Weekend! 



    

 

Updates for Parents/Carers from  Mr Newson 
   

 
 

After School Activity Clubs  
 
After school activity clubs for the summer term start next week and the full list is printed below. 
 
Following the departure of Mr McKenzie, we have unfortunately not been able to offer any sports activities.  
 
However, we are hoping to organise some sports clubs later in the summer term.   
 
Many clubs are now over-subscribed - if your child does not get a place, we will make them a priority for next term.   
 
Parents will receive texts confirming they have a place in the next few days.  
 

                                      

  Planting in the Nursery 
 

Before the Easter holiday, the Nursery 
children planted sunflower seeds. They 
were all amazed to see how much they 
had grown. This week, we planted 
them into our Nursery Garden and we 
are keeping our fingers crossed to see 
them bloom into sunflowers soon. 
 
 

Mrs Hannah Sesstein Hogg—Nursery Teacher 

Day Club Start Date Leader Times Approx. 
Numbers 

Cost 
(per 

session) 

Year 
Group 

Selection of 
children 

Monday Minecraft 9.5.22 Mr Assim 3.15 - 4.15 10 £5 5 Open to all 

Tuesday Years 1 
and 2 Choir 

3.5.22 Ms Siefert 3.15 – 4.00 30 £2.50 1/2 Open to all 

Wednesday Mindful-
ness 

27.4.22 Ms Longstaff 
Ms Qureshi 

8.00 – 8.45am 25 Free 6 Open to all 

Years 
3/4/5/6 
Choir 

4.5.22 Ms Siefert 3.30 – 4.30 30 £5 3/4/5/6 Open to all 

Minecraft 4.5.22 Mr Assim 3.15 – 4.15 10 £5 3/4 Open to all 

Art 8.6.22 Ms Shrestha 3.30 – 4.30 15 £5 1 Open to all 

Thursday French 5.5.22 Ms Hinks 3.30 – 4.30 20 £5 5 Open to all 

Minecraft 5.5.22 Mr Assim 3.15 - 4.15 10 £5 6 Open to all 

Friday Steel Pans 29.4.22 Ms St. Prix 3.30 – 4.30 6-8 Free 4/5/6 Selected 
children 

Every day Breakfast 
Club 

Continuing Ms Pierce,      
Ms Shah 

7.50 -8.45am 26 Apply to 
school 
office 

R-6 Open to all 

After 
School 
Club 

Continuing Ms Plaka,       
Ms Cucchiara 

3.15 – 5.30 26 R-6 Open to all 

 

  Fond Farewell  
 

Next Thursday, we will be      
saying goodbye to Ms Alana 

Carvey EY Assistant in        
Bumblebee. Ms Carvey has 

worked at Garfield since 2019. 
She has taken up a different 

post in another school and we 
wish her all the best for the    

future. Parents in Bumblebee 
will also receive a letter about 

this today. 



 

            ATTENDANCE  
         

       Week Ending 22nd April 2022 
 

ROSE                          92.24% 
RUBY                          93.86% 
BLUEBELL                  93.75% 
SAPPHIRE                  95.59% 
MARIGOLD                 97.73% 
TIGER                         98.86% 
FLAMINGO                 95.54% 
HUMMINGBIRD          93.52% 
LAVENDER                 98.33% 
GRASSHOPPER          89.81% 
HELLEBORE               97.6% 
 
TOTAL = 95.21% 
 
A much better week for attendance. Well done to all the 
classes who have achieved above the National average. 
It has been a while since a class got 100%. Remember 
that if your class achieves 100%, each member of the 
class will receive 10 team points. The weather is still not 
as warm as it usually is for this time of year so please 
wrap up warm when need be to avoid catching a cold. It 
is important to stay healthy and safe so you can attend 
school every day and not miss vital learning and life 
skills. Looking forward to seeing great attendance results 
in the next few weeks. 

Mrs Matas – Attendance Officer 
 

Current National  
Average 
89.1% 

—————— 
Garfield School 

94.91% 

        

          PHONICS FUN 
 
 

EYFS: Write a sensory poem. 
At the park/cinema/in spring 
I see…. 
I hear…. 
I feel…. 
I touch…. 
I smell… 
And so on. 
 
KS1: Play ‘Forest Phonics’ on ‘ICT Games’ and see how 
good your spellings are https://www.phonicsbloom.com/uk/
game/suffix-factory-set-1?phase=6  
 
KS2: Write a persuasive letter  to the pr ime minister     
encouraging him to ban food that is too high in sugar. (You 

can give these to Ms Pericleous) 

You can find a  video which shows  how to say some of the 
sounds we work on with the children on our website: 
https://www.garfield.enfield.sch.uk/phonics/ 
 
Ms Pericleous - EYFS  Achievement Leader/Phonics   
Leader  

              

 Maths Riddle 
 

How many         
triangles can 
you see in 
this shape? 

Right answer: 12 

                             

                               School Dinners 
 

If children who are having packed lunch would like to 
try school dinners on some days, they are welcomed 
to do so. It would mean that they would be able to         
alternate between packed lunches and school dinners 
during the school week.  
We are hoping to increase the number of children     
having warm well balanced 
school dinner. 
 
The cost of school dinner is 
£2.55 and the payment has to 
be received on ParentPay in 
advance in order for your child 
to have a school dinner. Please 
make sure your child’s account 
is in credit. 
 
School dinners are free for     
children in Reception and KS1. 
 
Please contact the school office by phone (0208 368 
4500) or email (office@garfield.enfield.sch.uk) by 9am 
on the day your child will be having school dinner, so 
we can make sure that enough meals will be prepared. 

                              

                 DONATIONS FOR UKRAINE 
 

Thank you for all your donations for Ukraine and its       
refugees. The donated items reached the town of Zborow, 
the soldiers in combat and the refugee camp for mothers 
and children in Tarnogrod. They were all gratefully      
received and we also received a lovely thank you letter 
from the Mayor of Tarnogrod.  
We are still accepting donations which can be brought to 
the school office. The items needed are: tinned/instant 
food, thermos flasks, warm hats, men’s gloves,            
disposable gloves, AA batteries, wound dressings,       
thermal blankets, sleeping bags, torches, flashlights and 
sanitisers. 

        Head Lice and Nits 
 

There have been reports of head lice 

and nits in some classes in the 

school. Please ensure your child and 

the whole family are treated at home. 

Lotions, special combs and advice 

can be sought from local chemists. 

Long hair should be kept tied back. 
 

Thank you for your cooperation and 

support. 

 

https://www.phonicsbloom.com/uk/game/suffix-factory-set-1?phase=6
https://www.phonicsbloom.com/uk/game/suffix-factory-set-1?phase=6


RE Corner 
 

Orthodox Easter 
 

 

Last weekend saw a special time for many Orthodox Christians in 
Greece, Russia, Bulgaria, Ukraine, and other countries around the 
world because they all celebrated Orthodox Easter or Pascha. 
The Orthodox Church uses the Julian calendar for determining  
Easter (compared to Western churches using the Gregorian     
calendar), which usually results in Orthodox Easter falling later 
than Easter. 
Families celebrated this joyous occasion by attending church, decorating eggs and eating 
traditional food. 
Decorated eggs are an important part of the Orthodox Easter tradition. In Greece, the 
hard-boiled eggs are dyed a bright red. 
Romanians paint hollowed-out eggs in traditional colours of yellow, red, and black. 
Family and friends gather to feast on traditional foods such as roasted lamb (souvla) and a 
variety of different breads and pastries are baked. Flaouna is a cheese-filled pastry from 
the island of Cyprus, which may include raisins or be garnished with sesame seeds. Flaounes 
are traditionally prepared for Easter by Orthodox Cypriots. 

Wishing all those who celebrated this occasion καλό Πάσχα (kaló Páscha). Christos 
Anesti and a happy Orthodox Easter to you all. 
 
   ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

                                                              

Eid al-Fitr  
 
This weekend many Muslim families will be celebrating the festival of Eid al-Fitr also known 
as, the 'festival of breaking the fast.' This is a joyous    
occasion that marks the end of Ramadan (a month of     
fasting for Muslims) when they abstain from food and   
drink between dawn and sunset. 
Ramadan is one of the five pillars of Islam and Eid al-Fitr   
is significant in celebrating the end of a very intense month 
of fasting, prayer, self-reflection and charity.  
Eid starts with a special prayer at the mosque and a time 
for families and friends to come together and celebrate 
with food, gifts and dressing up in new clothes. 
Wishing a wonderful Eid, Eid Mubarak to all those that are celebrating. 

Kheer: 
 
Ingredients: 
 
½ tsp saffron strands 
2 litres whole milk 
20 green cardamom pods, pierced with the 
point of a knife 
100g basmati or long-grain rice 
100g caster sugar 
100ml double cream 
2 tsp pure rose-
water 
2 tbsp flaked         
almonds, toasted 
50g raisins, soaked 
in hot   water 

Method: 
 

1. Put the saffron strands in a small bowl and cover with 2-3 
tbsp warm water. Gently push the strands against the side of 
the bowl with the back of a teaspoon – this will help release 
the flavour and colour. Set aside to soak until needed. 
 

2. Pour the milk into a large, heavy-based pan set over a    
medium heat and tip in the cardamom pods. Bring to the boil, 
then scatter in the rice and reduce the heat to low. Simmer 
for 40 mins, stirring often to prevent the rice scorching on 
the base of the pan, until the rice has broken down and is 
very soft. 
 

3. Stir in the sugar and continue to cook until it has           
dissolved. Scoop out the cardamom pods using a slotted spoon 
and discard these. 
 

4. Stir in the cream, then slowly add the rosewater and 
enough of the saffron and its soaking liquid to just lightly 
flavour the kheer. Stir in the almonds. Drain the raisins and 
stir these in, then serve hot or leave to cool completely and 
chill first. 


