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6th January 2021 

 
 
 
Dear Parent & Carers 
 
 
Re: Recent Government Announcement – All Primary Schools Closed until February Half Term* 
 
 
On Monday 4th January at 8pm, Boris Johnson, our Prime Minister, made the announcement that all schools 
would close until the February half term. This means Garfield will be closed until Friday, 12th February. There 
is also then a half term on the week beginning 15th February – 19th February*. The government have said  
they will review the closure of schools by 22nd February.  
 
This news means that for the majority of pupils, they will revert back to remote learning again at home.  
We have invested a considerable amount of time in developing our remote learning provision and a further 
communication about this will go out soon to keep you updated. We are continuing to develop our remote 
learning provision and it is of a good standard already. It is also important to us that all pupils can access 
remote learning (via ICT provision or paper pack) and we have high levels of pupils participating. 
 
I appreciate that having another national lockdown is challenging but unfortunately it is necessary due to    
the rising rate of Covid19 and the concerns around the new variant of Covid which is more easily 
transmissible. 
 
Garfield will remain open to a small number of pupils who meet the criteria to attend school. It is important  
that this in-school provision is used for only those pupils who need it. I remain committed to maximising the  
safety of our staff and pupils. 
 
The school will offer emergency care provision in school for pupils who meet the criteria. This provision will  
be offered to pupils who are deemed vulnerable, have SEN, specifically an EHCP    
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-
provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-
provision#vulnerable-children-and-young-people (please click on this link to read the criteria in more detail).  
 
Also where parents are critical workers (previously called Key workers) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-
provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision#critical-
workers  (please click on this link to read the criteria in more detail). 
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Please be assured that we are doing all we can to keep good communication between home and school 
both for parents and our wonderful pupils. Although we may not physically be able to be together as a 
school community for a while, I promise that we will find other ways to keep connected. We will resume 
our ‘Community Flyer’ as of this week and will be refreshing our website to reflect we are, once again, on 
national lockdown. 
 
It is important to stress that the government have regularly given very little notice to school leaders about 
changes to schools. I will always ensure that I keep you updated as soon as I am made aware of any 
development. 
 
Thanking you again for your continued support. It has been so appreciated to receive all the positive 
feedback and comments from parents. The Garfield team will always work hard to do their very best for 
you and your child. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 

Karen Khwaja 
 
Karen Khwaja 
Headteacher 


