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    Headteacher’s Message 
 

I want to start my last message of the year by saying how much we have 
missed those pupils and staff who have had to miss being at Garfield due to 
self-isolating. Over the last week we have so missed seeing our Reception 
pupils and families. Please know that our school is not the same without  
everyone being here. 
What a year this has been and I know it has been incredibly challenging for 
many in our school community. It is important to acknowledge that there 
have been members of our school community (past and present) who have 
suffered loss and been deeply affected by the pandemic. 
The kindness, support and respect that our school community have shown to 
one another has been inspirational. I feel incredibly proud and honoured to 
be Head of such a special school. 
I have filmed a message for you all which will be on the website today. 
Today we had a special virtual Christmas assembly. There were songs,   
readings, individual solos, instrumentals. It finished with a special staff video 
(of us all being a little silly) and Christmas 
staff s-elfies. We had fun this week. 
I wish you all a peaceful and safe holiday 
and a happy New Year. 
 
Karen Khwaja  
Headteacher 

 

FRIDAY  FLYER 
 
 
 

Last edition before Christmas! 

Friday 18th December 2020 

Updates for parents/carers from   
Mr Newson – 18th December 

2020 
 

It has been a challenging term in many 
ways, but the school is very proud of the 
way we have come through and achieved 
so much.  
 

The children were able to quickly settle 
back in September after, for most of them, 
nearly six months out of school.  
 

Motivation to work to catch up for the time 
missed and great behaviour has been   
evident in every class.  
 

Attendance throughout the term has 
stayed well over 90%, much higher than 
other similar schools.  
 

Some year groups have had to isolate   
during November and December, but the 
number of pupils completing home    
learning and accessing tasks on the      
computer or tablet has really increased 
compared to lockdown in the summer 
term.  
 

Hopefully, 2021 will be a new start for all of 
us and will see the end of the Covid-19 
pandemic.  
 

However, it is as vitally important as ever 
that we all follow the government        
guidance over the holiday period to keep 
us all safe and learning well next term.  
 

Have a good break and a great holiday and 
happy Christmas! 

DIARY DATES  
 

4th January - school reopens    
after Christmas holidays 
8th January - New Year           
Resolutions Assembly  

 
 

 

INSET DAYS (School will be 
closed on these days) 
 Friday 12th February 2021 
 Friday 28th May 2021  
 1 inset day to be confirmed 

 

School closed for     
Christmas holidays from 
21/12/20 till 1/1/2021 

   Nativity Assembly 
 

We are very proud of our year 2 children in Sapphire and Bluebell Class!  
Our Christmas assembly was very different this year due to Covid-19. Getting a joint  
assembly organised between two classes who can’t physically be together is hard 
enough at the best of times. Add self-isolation for one class and it makes it even harder! 
However, the year 2s have given it their all - both at school and from home - and have 
recorded some fantastic clips that we could edit together as a film.  
There was a family of 6 who were making Christmas work in times of Covid (with    
grandpa taking part via Zoom from the porch). They talked about the real meaning of 
Christmas, remembering what happened in the Christmas story 2020 years ago which 
the children acted out beautifully. They also looked back at the year 2020 which will go 
down in history as a very special year and performed a ‘2020’ poem.  
We are very proud of all the year 2s who participated and put such a lovely message 
across in such challenging times.  
We all needed a bit of sparkle!  
 

Mrs Godfrey - Bluebell teacher 

          IMPORTANT REMINDER 
Please make sure that you read a letter 

emailed to you this week re: School   
contact tracing (if there is a confirmed 
case of Covid-19) over the Christmas  

holidays. 



                  Christmas Arts and Crafts in Lavender Class 
 

                    Children from Lavender class made these beautiful pop-up Christmas cards. 

 Christmas Party in Rose Class 
 

Rose Class were very excited to receive their party 
treats and enjoyed watching their chosen movie -
Finding Dory. 

 

                            THANK YOU 
 

A big thank you to our Helping Hands for their         
financial contribution towards our Christmas events. A 
big thank you also to all our parents and carers who 

donated (often generously) toward these events. Your 
generosity is very much appreciated. 

 

 Year 5’s Christmas Party 
 

On Thursday, Year 5 had their Christmas party. We 
enjoyed munching on popcorn whilst watching the 

classic wildlife film Born Free. We had fun spotting the 
wild animals mentioned in our class book                 

The Butterfly Lion. A big THANK YOU to all the 
adults who helped make our Christmas party fun! 

 
Joyeux Noël et Bonne 

Anneé! 
 

Miss Hinks and Miss Green  



ATTENDANCE  
 Week Ending - 18th December 2020 

 
Rose                 = 92.94% 
Ruby                = 89.47% 
Bluebell           = 91.04% 
Sapphire          = Isolated  
Marigold          = 96.96% 
Flamingo         = 95.88% 
Fuchsia            = 100% 
Hummingbird  = 96.52% 
Lavender         = 91.92% 
Grasshopper   = 97.2% 
Hellebore        = 94.81% 
 
 
TOTAL = 95.42% (current national average is around 88%) 
 
An excellent result overall for attendance last week. All classes have achieved 
above the current national average which is brilliant. Congratulations and a 
special well done to Fuchsia class who attained the highest with an amazing 
100%, all pupils will therefore receive 10 team points each. We have  
managed to reach the end of this term with good attendance and I would like 
to say how proud we all are of you all for staying safe and attending school 
every day and on time. Happy holidays and a very happy New Year. I will be 
looking forward to an excellent spring term with even better attendance    
figures. 
 
 
Attendance Officer - Mrs Matas  

 

Weekly Maths Riddle 
 
 

Jack and Holly are decorating the Christmas 
tree. Jack  took half of the 
decorations out of the box 
and put them on the tree. 
Holly took half of the       
remaining decorations and 
put them on the tree. Then 
there were 4 decorations 
left. How many decorations 
were in the box to begin?            

 

Vision and Value of the 
Month 

 

We are reminding  pupils 
of the 3 values discussed  

this term. 

 STAR AWARDS 
 

Children who received Star Award for the week 
starting 7th December were: 
 

Ruby Class - Amber 
Rose Class - Rebecca 
Bluebell - Joaquim 
Marigold - Lexi 
Fuchsia - Serhat 
Flamingo - Adrian 
Hummingbird - Dylan 
Lavender  - Salman 
Grasshopper - Marina 
Hellebore - Megan 
 

Well done to all of you who worked hard to 
deserve the Star Award.  

    A Very Special Visitor at Garfield 
 

Ho! Ho! Ho!  
On Wednesday, our  
children (and staff) were 
very pleasantly surprised 
by an unexpected visit 
from Santa. He came all 
the way from the North 
Pole to greet our       
children and also make 
sure that they are on 
their best behaviour. We 
are pleased to report 
that nobody made it 
onto the naughty list! 
 

                       Fun Christmas Recipe For Children 
                  

Ingredients: 
Rectangle  shaped biscuits 
2 cups of icing sugar 
2tbs milk 
Small sweets for decorating 
 
Method: 
1.Sift icing sugar into a large bowl and add milk a 
little at time. Stir until you get a thick, paste-like 
icing. 
2.Spread a little icing onto one biscuit and top with another to form the 
base of a house.  
3. Spread some more icing  the long edge of one biscuits and press it 
against another to create a roof. Stick the roof to the base using some more 
icing. 
4. Decorate with smalls sweets and cake decorations. 

   

Christmas Arts and Crafts 
 

Rose class spent one afternoon this week making 
these wonderful animal puppets. 

Aren’t they amazing?   
Well done Rose class! 

Are you interested in being  
Parent Governor? 

 
We have 2 parent governor vacancies at 
Garfield.   
 
What would you need to do to be a  
Parent Governor at Garfield? 

 Have a child/ren at Garfield Primary 
School 

 Be able to attend a minimum of 2 
meetings per term (a total of 4 hours 
of your time) 

 Be able to share your ideas to help 
our school continue to develop 

 Be willing to ask questions and find 
out about the school is led 

 
We have 2 committees (Finance & Resources 
and Teaching & Learning). We would ask that 
you choose a minimum of one committee to 
attend. 
There is also a full governing body meeting 
every term. 
There is governor training available for any 
one new to being a new governor. 
Have a think about it over the holidays. A 
letter how to apply will be sent to all parents 
in the New Year. 


