
Knowledge Organiser—Year 5 

“Is it ever right to keep animals in captivity?” 

The Butterfly Lion          South Africa                               
       

Vocabulary  

Captivity—the condition of being imprisoned or con-
fined. 

Veld—open, uncultivated country or grassland in 
southern Africa.  

Waterhole— a depression in which water collects, es-
pecially one that is regularly drunk from by animals.  

Orphaned—a child whose parents are dead.  

Debate—a formal discussion on a particular matter in a 
public meeting, in which opposing arguments are put 
forward and which usually ends with a vote.  

Climate— is what the weather is usually like in a part of 
the world. Climate is important because it determines 
the types of plants and animals—the ecosystem—that 
can survive in a biome.   

Equator—Imaginary  line through the middle of 
World.  

Biomes  - Are areas of the Earth  which have similar 
climates, plants and animals. Each biome is known for 
certain kinds of plants and animals. But what’s really at 
the heart of a biome is its climate.  

Key facts 

Biomes  
The sorts of plants and animals that live in the same biome will depend on how warm or how cold the     
biome is. Some biomes are wet and others are dry. In some biomes, the soil is very rich and good for 
growing plants. 

Savanna:  The giraffe,  lion and zebra live in a biome called a Savanna.  You can see that it  is hot 
and dry with very little rain all year round. The only things that grow are cacti and small shrubs because 
the soil is shallow and rocky. Animals come out at dusk when it is cooler.  

Rainforest: It is a biome that is hot and wet all year round.   The hot and wet conditions in a     
rainforest make it perfect for all sorts of plants to grow. In this biome, you will find half of all the     
different types of plants and animals that live on Earth! Rainforests are very crowded biomes. 

Tundra: The coldest of all the biomes is the tundra.  In a tundra,  there is very little rain or snow.  
The winters are very, very long and the summer are short. The temperatures are freezing and even the 
soil is frozen! 

Deserts: The desert is the driest biome.  Some deserts,  such as the Sahara,  get less than an inch 
of rainfall in an entire year. The flora and fauna that survive there have to be tough. Desert plants have 
evolved strategies to save water.  

Woodlands:The main plants found are trees,  but mosses,  ferns and lichen can also be found.  The 
biome is defined by its four distinct seasons and its forests of trees that drop their leaves in autumn. 
The climate is warm and mild,. Located in the eastern United States, all over Europe, Japan, and parts of 
Russia and China  it is home to deer, wolves, hawks and owls, songbirds, and many other species. 

Taiga: The taiga is the world’s biggest biome. It covers nearly one-fifth of the Earth’s land surface and 
stretches across northern Canada and northern Eurasia in an almost unbroken belt for 7,000 miles. The 
main features of the taiga are its evergreen forests of needle-leafed trees, including pine, spruce, hem-
lock, and fir. Although this biome is not as harsh as the tundra, all its plants and animals have evolved to 
survive the taiga’s long, snowy winters. 


