
Welcome to Reception Class 
2020-21 



Early Years Ethos
The things we think are most important…

• Children must be secure, confident, happy and well.

• Play is vital for learning and development. 

• Children must play indoors and outdoors.

• Establishing good relationships and communication between families and 
practitioners.

• Adults interactions that extend children’s thinking and play.

• Observation as a key method of assessment for learning.

• A well planned and appropriate environment to foster self motivation and 
independent learning in children.

• A balance of adult led and child initiated learning.



Garfield Schools vision 
and values



Parents Association 
Helping Hands

Helping Hands is the social and fundraising arm of the school. Their main function is to bring parents, families, friends, 
staff and the local community together socially and in support of the school. 

Helping Hands host a variety of events to build community and raise funds.

These include: 

• Large events such as the Summer and Xmas Fairs

• Smaller events such as after-school food stalls, second hand uniform and refreshment sales throughout the year

Helping Hands funds have been used to fund a number of resources and events over the last 2 or 3 years such as the 
whole school pantomime performance in January 2020 and class sets of Atlases in the autumn 2019.

Because of Covid-19 restrictions, no Helping Hands events will be taking place in the school at the moment. 
However, we hope to arrange some virtual meetings at some point this term.



School reopening- important information 
1. Don't send your child to school if they are unwell or have any Covid-19 symptoms – contact the school office if you are unsure what to do

2. All children should be wearing full school uniform every day.

3. No PE kits will be stored in school - children wear PE kit all day on their PE day.

4. Bring a refillable water bottle every day.

5. Children can bring in book bags with their reading book and homework.

6. Children must not bring in any equipment (such as pencil cases) or toys.

7. Staggered start and finish times:

- Nursery: 8:30am to 11:30am

- Reception, Years 1 and 2: 8:40am to 3:05pm

- Years 3 and 4: 8:50am to 3:15pm

- Years 5 and 5: 9am to 3:25pm

8. Separate entrances for different year groups:

- Springfield Road: Reception, Year 1 and 2; Year 3 and 4 (afternoon only)

- Upper Park Road: Year 5 and 6; Year 3 and 4 (morning only);

access to the school office.

-

Please be on time as the children will miss out 
on vital learning as they learn a new sound or 
word each day in phonics.



Lunch times
Lunch time for Reception class is 11:15 -12:30. They will play outside from 11:55am.

The children will wash their hands in the class and walk down to our hall.

We will be visiting the lunch hall with the children before we start having lunch at school. This is so that 
children can familiarise themselves with the new environment.

The teachers will share with the children what they can choose to eat that day during the morning session. 

The teachers will support the children by helping them to choose their food, show them how to carry their 
trays and where to sit. (which will be in their class bubble)

The teachers will also initially help with cutting up food and give any other support the children may need. 

When they have finished lunch they will sanitise their hands and an adult will take them to play in their own 
playground supervised by lunchtime staff.

1.                                                      2.                                                            3.



Lunch times 

Here is a copy of our Autumn 1 menus. 
The first menu the children will use is Week 2 ( Thursday)



Home learningReading:

Reading is an extremely important part of learning for all children. In Reception as the children begin to learn phonics they will be given 
levelled books to match their reading ability and a book of their choice. Children are expected to read for at least 20 minutes every day at 
home and teachers will also read one to one with children at school. The children will be given a reading record diary for teachers and 
parents to  write comments in to inform parents/carers about if your child enjoyed the book and how they are progressing.

Phonics:

Phonics flashcards (sounds and words) will be sent home in the child’s book bag. It is extremely important that children practise these daily 
with support so that they can revise what they have learnt at school. As the children progress they can put these sounds together ( blending) 
to help them read short words.

Maths:

In Reception we believe ‘Maths is everywhere’  so we encourage children to notice numbers, shape, space and measure in the environment 
and we ask parents/carers to reflect this at home. This could be walking and looking out for door/bus numbers, looking at prices of items in 
the shops etc. 

We will also be sending home 100 squares home so that children can practise counting beyond 20 at least once a week. 

Note:
Individual children or class or year group bubbles may be asked to self-isolate at home, due to contact with individuals with Covid-19 symptoms or a positive test 
result. If this happens, the school will set remote learning tasks using:
• The school website
• Online sites such as Google Classroom or Purple Mash 

• Paper packs that can be sent out or collected from the school office. 



Special weeks
As part of our weekly planning each child in Reception will have one or two ‘special weeks’ over 
the school year. During these weeks individual children will be a focus for planning based on 
their personal interests and developmental needs. 

A camera will be sent home with the child at the weekend or photographs can be emailed to 
the class teachers from smart phones. 

We will inform you when your child’s special week is and we will ask you to let us know  your 
child’s interests at that time. 

A learning journey will be completed to reflect the child’s learning during the week and 
photographs taken. We hope to be able to send their Special Books home for your child to 
share with you.

This will be shared with parents/carers in a meeting the following week which may be by 
telephone. 



Getting in touch 
• Email the office or the Reception teachers class emails:

office@garfield.enfield.sch.uk

sunflower@garfield.enfield.sch.uk

bumblebee@Garfield.enfield.sch.uk

• Phone the school office and leave a message and we will reply by phone or email

• After school we will be available for short conversations (social distanced)

If a longer conversation is needed we will organise a time to ring you.  

mailto:office@garfield.enfield.sch.uk
mailto:sunflower@garfield.enfield.sch.uk
mailto:bumblebee@Garfield.enfield.sch.uk


Garfield School Covid-19 Home-School Agreement

School: Garfield Primary School

 The school will do its best to:
 Provide an environment which has been risk 

assessed in response to the COVID-19 infection –
the detailed risk assessment is available to parents 
through the school website;

 Continue to update the risk assessment to 
maximise safety for pupils and staff:

Organise the children into bubbles of a maximum 
of one year group of pupils, which will stay 
together throughout most of each day, including 
lunch and playtime;

 Follow the social distancing rules, keeping pupils 
and staff 2 metres apart from each other, as much 
as we reasonably can;

 Provide a curriculum that meets the needs of your 
child’s well-being, mental health and academic 
needs;

 Contact parents/carers if your child displays 
symptoms of COVID-19;

 Inform parents (in consultation with Public Health 
England) if any staff or children that your child has 
had close contact with, test positive for COVID-19;

 Provide, as much as possible, individual resources 
for each child so that they will not need to share: 

Organise regular cleaning of each child’s area and 
the resources they are using throughout each 
school day and deep cleaning at the end of each 
week;

 Continue our clear and consistent approach to 
rewards and sanctions for children as set out in the 
behaviour policy, which will be reviewed to 
include additional expectations for a COVID19 
school;

 Communicate between home and school through 
notices, newsletters, text, email and the school 
website.

 Ensure good ventilation in class by opening 
windows and propping open the class doors. 

Parent /Carer:____________________

 To help my child at school, I will do my best to:
 I will support all staff in their efforts to create an ‘as safe as possible’ 

environment during this crisis;
 I will read all letters/text messages/emails that are sent home;
 If my child or anyone in my household shows symptoms of COVID-19, I will not 

send my child to school. I will get them tested and we will self-isolate for 14 
days as a family, unless the test is negative. I will let the school know as soon as 
possible via telephone, providing evidence of the test result;

 If my child shows symptoms of COVID-19 at school, I will collect my child from 
school immediately;

 On my journey to school, I will walk, cycle or come by car and only use public 
transport if absolutely necessary, ensuring both, myself and my child, socially 
distance and wear a face covering, if I do;

 When dropping my child off and picking them up, only one adult will be 
present, if possible. I will use the correct entrance (I will be informed by text) 
and follow the 2 metre social distancing rules while queuing up;

 When dropping off and picking up, I will strictly stick to the school timings / 
days for my child. To prevent overcrowding, school hours / days may be 
different from usual (8:50am - 3:15pm) - I will be informed by text; 

 My child must not bring any items into school with them, or take items home 
from school, apart from their book bag with their reading book and homework, 
their packed lunch in their lunch box and a water bottle;

 I will make sure my child brings into school a water bottle that they can refill at 
the class sink. This bottle must be clearly labelled with the child’s name;

 I will remind my child about the 2 metre social distancing rules;
 I will remind my child to use good hand hygiene, washing hands regularly and 

thoroughly; to cough or sneeze into their elbow or a tissue that is disposed of 
safely; and not to touch their face with their hands;

 If I need to go to the School Office, I will buzz the Upper Park Road entrance and 
wait outside until someone comes to help me – this will not be during drop off 
or pick up times; 

 I need to inform the school immediately of any changes to parents/carer and 
emergency contacts details – it is vital that the school can contact 
parents/carers at all points during the day.

 If my child is thought to be unsafe by the school, according to the new 
behaviour policy, she/ he will be sent home and cannot return to school until 
the school feels they are safe.

Child:______________________  

I will do my best to:
Follow the two metre social distancing rules in class and in the 

playground;
Tell an adult straight away if I feel unwell, especially if I have 

Covid19 symptoms;
Not bring things into school from home, or take any things 

home from school, apart from my book bag with my reading 
book and homework, my water bottle and packed lunch;

 Only use the equipment provided to me by school and not 
bring in other equipment from home;

 Not mix with any children in other bubbles during school time 
or before/after school;

 Only enter and exit the school building from the designated 
gate;

 Follow good respiratory hygiene: coughing and sneezing into 
elbow or tissue (catch it-bin it-kill it) and not touching my face 
with my hands;

 Follow good hand hygiene – use soap and water for 20 
seconds/ hand sanitiser;

Move  around the school safely, following the one-way system 
and remembering social distancing;

Remember that there is a maximum of four children at a time 
in the toilet and wait for their turn if there are more; 

Bring into school a water bottle that will be washed daily and 
that I can refill at the class sink;

Arrive on time in the morning and queue up outside the correct 
gate remembering social distancing; 

Go home straight away after school and not mix with other 
children at this time;

 Only use public transport if absolutely necessary and ensure I 
socially distance and wear a face covering, if I do

Please accept the points on this agreement by emailing the school office. 

Please include your child’s name and class and the following sentence: 

I ENTER PARENT /CARERS NAME accept Garfield School’s Covid-19 Agreement and will do 

my best to follow all the points included. If you send your child to school , this will also 

indicate to the school that each parent/carer accepts the home-school agreement in full. 





We look forward to welcoming 
you!


