
  

Knowledge Organiser—Year 6 

‘What part did Britain play in WW2 both home and 

abroad?   

                                 
Timeline of WW2                                         Winston Churchill               Allied and Axis powers 

Vocabulary  

Propaganda— information that is used to support a 

point of view, often political. 

Nazi – the short name for the National Socialist Party 

and its members. 

Allies – the countries that fought against Germany and 

the Axis powers, including Britain, France and the    

United States.  

Axis – The countries of Germany, Italy and Japan who 

joined together to fight against the Allies. 

The Few – a term used to describe the RAF pilots who 

fought in the Battle of Britain, because there were not 

many of them compared to the Germans. 

Invade – when an army enters a country and takes it 

over. 

Jewish – someone who follows Judaism. 

Treaty – a formal agreement between  countries or 

states 

Blitz – the bombing of British cities for 8 months in 1940 

and 1941, often at night. 

Swastika – the symbol used to represent the Nazi party.  

Key facts 

World War 2 was a global war from 1939-1945. 

World War 2 started after Germany, led by dictator Adolf Hitler, invaded Poland in 1939. France and the UK 
declared war on Germany. Countries sided with either the Allies or the Axis powers. 

The main Allied powers were: Great Britain, France, the Soviet Union and the United States  

The main Axis powers were: Germany, Italy and Japan. 

It is estimated that between 70-85 million people died during WWII.  

World War 2 ended on the 8th May 1945 after Germany surrendered—this is known as VE (victory in Europe) 

Day. 

Winston Churchill became Prime Minister of Britain on 10 May 1940. 

The Battle of Britain was an aerial battle between the Royal Air Force and the German Luftwaffe between 10 
July 1940 to 31 October 1940. 

Due to the high risk from bombs in large cities, many children were evacuated to the country, where it was 

thought they would be safe. 

The German air force was called the Luftwaffe. 
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