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R.E.  
In R.E., the children will explore how Hindu children learn about God and 
about their Hindu identity in the home through daily religious observance and 
festival celebrations. The children will explore how family and community life, 
the home and the mandir help children understand how to live as a good 
Hindu. They will also explore how food, story telling, songs and games at 
festivals and celebrations express religious history and beliefs. We will also 
learn about Diwali, the Hindu festival of light. 

Computing  
Ms Pawson will be teaching the 
children about e-safety and 
cyber safety issues. They will 
also learn the basics of touch- 
typing. The children will 
improve their use of the 
keyboard and the speed with 
which they type through touch- 
typing training. They will then 
apply their skills in order to 
create a winter wish list. 

Humanities 
This term is about the History of Garfield. We will be 
using photographs of the school over the years to find 
out information and also reading a ‘Memories of 
Garfield’ book, written by ex-students. We will learn 
about the past and present and how things have 
changed at Garfield, especially within living memory. 
When Garfield first opened in 1883, it was in Victorian 
times, so we will be comparing the schooling then and 
now. We will learn about the three sites Garfield has 
occupied within its history and we will also look closely 
at the local area around the school. This will include 
discussing how it has changed over time and what 
looks different through a local walk. 
 

 P.E.  
Our specialist sports teacher, Mr McKenzie, will be teaching 
the children games this half term. Children will be taught 
basic game playing skills. They will play games based on 
nets and striking and fielding. The children will also 
investigate transferring their weight from one body part to 
another. They will explore basic gymnastic actions on the 
floor and using apparatus. They will copy or create, 
remember and repeat short phrases or sequences. 

Maths 
This half term there will be a focus on number work. We 
will learn about the place value of numbers, teen numbers, 
and revise basic number bonds to 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 and 10. 
Children will be solving addition and subtractions problems 
and count on and back in steps of 1, 2 and 3. They will 
measure in non-standard units and be introduced to 
standard units of measure for measuring length and 
heights. We will learn about the different coins and their 
value and solve simple problems involving money. We will 
also reinforce mathematical language for different concepts 

such as less, more, difference and positional language. 

Science  
Science this half term will focus on everyday materials and 
their uses. We will be talking about the materials that we 
know, including wood, metal, plastic, glass, brick, rock, 
paper and cardboard, finding out what properties they 
have. We will then group them according to their properties 
and distinguish between the objects and the materials they 
are made of. We will also be discussing the suitability of a 
variety of everyday materials for particular uses by 
exploring the purposes of different objects. 

 

Music 
Ms Siefert will be focusing on exploring different 
sounds around the school and materials that 
create sounds. The children will analyse the 
dynamics and duration of sounds around the 
school and create different contrasting sounds 
using instruments. The children will be involved 
in singing activities and create a soundscape of 
our school. 
 

Art/DT 
Children will be exploring various drawing 
media such as chalk, pencil, crayons, charcoal, 
felt tips etc. They will focus on using these 
different media to create a variety of lines and 
textures and to vary tone with them. They will 
closely observe the shape and form of the 
objects they are drawing. Once they have 
mastered these skills, the children will be 
going outside to sketch as part of our topic 
and they will create a drawing of Garfield 
incorporating all these elements. 

French 
French is only taught in KS2 at Garfield Primary 
School. We do however have a French Club for 
children who are interested to learn. Please speak to 

the office if you would like your child to participate. 

Reminders 
Please ensure that your child’s full P.E. kit is in school 
every day, as we need it for P.E. on Monday, but may also 
need it for other activities. 
Book bags should be brought every day and books will be 
changed once a week. Please read with your child every day 
for at least 10 minutes and sign the reading diary when 
you have done so. 
Homework is handed out on a Friday and is due in by 
Tuesday. This will reinforce the learning, which has taken 
place in school over the week, including spelling practice. 
It is important that children practise their number bonds 
to 10 regularly at home. This will help them develop 
confidence in Maths. 

 

 

English 
This half term, we will be covering a range of genres: 
descriptions of pictures, comparisons of old and new 
and recounts. The writing will link to our History of 
Garfield topic and will include collecting key 
words/vocabulary, labelling old photos and writing 
basic descriptive sentences about them. In addition, 
we will be revisiting phonics and learning new sounds 
(phase 5), covering key punctuation and grammar and 
learning spellings. Reading skills will be taught every 
day through guided reading, bug club on the PCs, 
group or whole class reading, individual reading and at 
story time. 
 

Dear Parents/Carers, 
Welcome back after half term! This half term our topic is the ‘History of 
Garfield’. The children will learn about the history of our school (which is 
now on its third site) and make comparisons between the old and the new.  
TRIP: We will (hopefully) have a visit from an ex-Garfield student.  
ASSEMBLIES:  
02/11/18 Diwali Assembly   09/11/18 Cup Winners Assembly 
16/11/18 Children in Need Assembly 30/11/18 Keeping Safe Assembly  
07/12/18 Year 1 Hanukkah Assembly 21/12/18 Christingle Assembly 
THEMED DAY: We will have a surprise Victorian morning for the children 
on 6/11/18 to give them the experience of what a Victorian school day 
would have been like at our school when it first opened in 1883. 
We are hoping to finish off the topic with an exhibition. This will take place 
for one day, straight after school, in January, in the school hall. You will be 
able to find out all about the history of the school from the children’s work. 
Best wishes, 

Ms Shrestha (Class teacher) and Ms Godfrey (Achievement Leader KS1) 



  


